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The eastern gray squirrel, Sciurus carolinensis, 1s one of
the world’s most recognized sciurids and a highly
successful human commensal. Historically restricted to
eastern North America, eastern gray squirrels have
expanded their geographic range in North America with
several introduced populations in western regions.
Human-sponsored introductions of eastern gray squirrels
have also occurred in Australia, South Africa, Italy, and
the U.K., with the latter two countries experiencing
multiple incursions; though eradicated in Australia, the



species is well established in Italy and the U.K. and is
predicted to continue expanding its geographic range into
other neighboring countries in Europe.  Successful
introduction and establishment of §. carolinensis often
result in significant negative impacts (e.g., competitive
exclusion, disease transmission) on the integrity of native
ecosystems. As a result, countries have devised and
implemented several pest management strategies to
reduce or eradicate introduced S. carolinensis populations.
However, such strategies have had differing levels of
success. Here, we review historical accounts of global
introductions of S. carolinensis, discuss the species’
invasive biology and impacts on non-native ecosystems,
and recommend specific management strategies that
should successfully curtail establishment of this species in
non-native habitats.



